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Next meeting 
The next club meeting will be held on Tuesday 

4
th

 September 2012.  Please plan to attend 

your participation is necessary to the club’s 

activities. 

 

Forth Coming Events:- 
26

th
 August:  Shoreline Festival 

9
th

 September:  Abbeycentre Display 

29
th

 September: Mystery Run 

 
Entry forms are available on the web site and 
should be with the designated person before 
the closing date. 
 

N.E.C. Classic Car Show 
Giles tours, are going to the NEC show 

departing on Friday 9TH November, returning 

on the Sunday 11th November.  The cost is 

£185 per person sharing and can be booked 

direct with Giles on 028 9181 1099, Email: 

enquiries@gilestours.co.uk or Website: 

www.gilestours.co.uk. 

 

As of today’s date 08/08/12, they have only 18 

places left, so if any of our members wish to go 

can they please book direct and not via the 

club. 

Report from the Events 
 

Treasure Hunt 
This was another super event organized by 

David and Norman the weather as always was 

superb. 

 Around 30 cars  including members of the 

Morris Minor club and their occupants were 

treated to 

views of the 

local 

countryside 

along superb 

roads with an 

ice cream 

stop at 

Slemish where we saw the views as St Patrick 

would have seen them and then onwards to 

Billy Andy’s where we were treated to good 

music and food, Vanessa and I yet again 

managed a little dance Please keep organizing 

events like this one. 

The Treasure 

Hunt was 

won by Brian 

Hamilton’s 

son in law 

 

 

 

I think there was another competition going 

on as well. 

 

How many people will it take to put a Morris 

Minor Hood down?  
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Whitehead food and Folk Fest. 
This seemed from my point of view to be a 

successful event. 

 

 Around 33 cars arrived for the static display 

where we were joined by a couple of local cars 

including a 3 

wheeled 

Morgan with 

the twin 

cylinder Jap 

engine. 

 

 The day 

continued with a few showers but the lunch 

provided by the organisers proved popular as 

did the other stalls the 

marquee with the music 

was also popular especially 

during the showers. 

 

The organizing committees 

were very pleased with the 

cars and the interest in 

them and have invited us 

back next year. 

 

 

President 
The president is unusually quiet this month, 

but who can blame him. He is probably resting 

on his laurels after the stress of organizing 

another record breaking and successful 

Cavalcade. 

 

Many thanks to Robert and the Portrush 

committee for organizing such a successful 

event 

 

Portrush Cavalcade 2012 
First Sunday in August saw the Classic Cars of 

the East Antrim Old Vehicle Club turn out for 

the 11th Annual Portrush Cavalcade.  The 

nominated Charity for this year’s event was  

Tiny Life. The Premature Baby Charity for 

Northern Ireland (www.tinylife.org.uk) .  

This Year saw a change in the event.  The start 

venue was now Mossley Mill, home of 

Newtownabbey Borough Council, who kindly 

supplied a hearty breakfast to set us up for the 

rest of the day. 

With nearly 130 cars turning out, the best 

turnout ever, 

the changes 

to the event 

seemed to 

have gone 

down well.  

The Deputy 

Mayor Frazer 

Agnew was impressed by the range and 

condition of the classic cars, some getting to 

80 years old.  At 11am The Deputy Mayor and 

Stephen Clements of City Beat got the 

Cavalcade on its 

way. 

 

The route this 

year took the 

cars through 

Templepatrick, 

Antrim but 

around Ballymena and on directly to Portrush 

for a static display at the Dunluce Centre. 

 

Many thanks to the by The Martin Trust for 

making up the packed lunches for all the 

entrants which was waiting for them on arrival 

at the Dunluce Centre.  This was made even 

more welcome by the arrival of the sun for the 

first time today.   This brought in the crowds 

from Portrush town centre to make the static 

well worthwhile. 

 

There were a few casualties along the way.  

Derek Clarke’s 1939 Austin Opal Tourer didn’t 

make the start line at the mill so he caught a 

lift with Patrick Kelso.  The bad luck continued 
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when Patrick’s 1969 Mercedes broke a fan 

belt.  Both eventually made to Portrush. 

 

At about 4pm we headed watched on by the 

large crowd that had gathered to dinner and 

awards at the Royal Court Hotel. 

 

After dinner a famed 

picture was presented 

to Iain Patterson, 

Managing Director of 

our sponsor EA Davies 

& Co Ltd, in memory 

of the late Donald 

Davies who sadly 

passed away in 

November.   Donald Davies was Managing 

Director of EA Davies & Co Ltd, not only was a 

sponsor for the last 10 years, but was an office 

bearer in the club for many years, and was a 

personal friend to many of the current and 

past members.  He will be sadly missed. 

 

The finishers awards were handed out and the 

ballots drawn before the end of a very 

enjoyable day. 

 

The Club would like to thank all who helped 

organise and Fund the event as well as 

Newtownabbey and Coleraine Councils for the 

use of their facilities. 

 

Members Comments 

“ I'm sure the committee is delighted with the 

success of the Cavalcade last Sunday. It was our 

first ever vintage outing and we were pleased to be 

part of the event. It was evident that the entire day 

was well planned, from the breakfast to the 

evening meal. 

Thank you for a great day out.  (We have our photo 

and trophy proudly displayed for all to see.)  “ 

Brian & Jane Robinson 

Ballyclare 

 

Ballot books 
“ Can I take this opportunity to thank all of 

those who bought & sold tickets, especially 

those who asked for more books to sell, & 

others who preferred to donate instead, 

allowing us to sell their tickets elsewhere. A 

great effort by all with £2350 being raised. “ 

Richard Gregory (Treasurer) 

 

Historic Vehicles MoT Exemption 

Review 

Mike Penning, Parliamentary Under Secretary 
of State for Transport, has announced the 
results of the Historic Vehicles MoT Exemption 
Review. The DfT is in favour of exemption for 
pre-1960 vehicles and it is proposed this will 
take effect from 18 November 2012. Owners of 
exempted vehicles will be able to take them for 
a voluntary test under the new regulations. 

The FBHVC’s initial response is a guarded 
welcome to a result that matches the wishes of 
the majority of respondents to the Federation’s 
MoT survey. We hope to get more information 
about the detail of the proposals from the DfT 
in due course, in order to make a proper 
assessment – particularly about passenger 
carrying vehicles in commercial use which we 
were surprised to note are also to be exempt 
from MoT testing. 

In general historic vehicle owners are law 
abiding and safety conscious and are aware 
that they have a duty to ensure their vehicles 
are in a roadworthy condition and accept the 
exemption from MOT testing is not an excuse 
for poor maintenance. 

Printed by permission of FBHBC 
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Trials and tribulations of being a 

vintage car owner 
 by Derek Clarke 

 

Symptons:-   

 After Winter lay-up 

and short run.    

Engine stiff to turn 

on starting handle 

 

First strip down (by me) showed starter ring 

teeth in poor condition & No.3 piston had 

welded itself onto the gudgeon pin. 

 

Old pistons had one oil control ring only, this 

fitted above gudgeon pin.  I observed the block 

has had dry liners fitted to standard size.  

 

Old b/end shells were in fairly good condition.  

 

New pistons fitted, complete with piston rings, 

these are standard size, but have two oil 

control rings, one above & one below the 

gudgeon pins. 

 

Oil traps were fitted on this engine between 

the Block & Ck/case ( before & after o/haul ) 

 

New shell bearings were fitted, these are 

0.030" o/size. 

 

Flywheel removed & machined new starter 

ring shrunk on. 

 

Clutch relined & fitted 

 

Took Opal out on several short journeys 

covering about 70 miles but sounded noisy. 

 

Oil pressure dropping to zero when heated up, 

normally was 2 -5 psi. 

 

Stripped again! 

 

Bottom shells show wear /copper. Thankfully 

no damage evident to Ck./shaft. 

 

Engine presently with local firm. However, I'm 

not convinced they have the answer, or more 

importantly the experience & knowhow. 

 

Are You Supporting Your Newsletter 

And Your Editor ? 
Are you contributing anything?   

 

Why not write something about your car, 

about yourself about your events. Send your 

story to Vince Kelly the Editor. 

 

Why Are You Not On The Website ? 
It is time that your vehicle was on the 

www.eaovc co.uk. Send you vehicle's picture 

together with any story or restoration done or 

planned to do to andy@eaovc.co.uk. 

 

Apologies from the Webmaster 
“ As you know Vince is the Editor of the 

Newsletter. 

 

What you may not know it is myself that is 

responsible for publishing, emailing and 

posting the newsletter. 

 

Due to substantial work being carried out at 

my house at the moment the Newsletter, while 

always been published, has not always been 

posted or emailed. 

 

I will endeavor to get things back to normal as 

soon as possible “ 

 

Andrew Leckey ( Webmaster@eaovc.co.uk ) 

 

 

Disclaimer:- The views and comments expressed 

are not necessarily those of the AOVC 


